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PALESTINE AND THE ALLIES 
By Khalil A. Totah 

What the world calls the Holy Land may be an insignifi- 
cant strip of barren territory, yet once it shook Christen- 
dom to its very foundations and hurled Saxon against 
Saracen in order to wrest the Holy Sepulchre from the 
hands of the infidel. That was medieval sentiment, we 
say, but there is plenty of sentiment left in the modem 
world, as is shown by the contributions that support philan- 
thropic institutions and by the thousands of American and 
European tourists who visit Palestine annually. Assum- 
ing that this war will put an end to the existence of Turkey, 
what will probably become of Palestine? Supposing the 
Allies win would they give it to 

Russia 

There is no doubt but that Russia would accept the 
Holy Land if it were offered to her. She would not mind 
the possession of such a country so dear to the Slavic heart 
as is well shown by the thousands of devout Slavs who visit 
Palestine yearly. Stephen Graham, who himself traveled 
as a disguised pilgrim and who has written more than 
one work on things Russian, may be extravagant in 
stating that a journey to Jerusalem is “the most significant 
thing in the Russian life of today,” yet whoever has seen 
the hordes of Russian peasants untiringly retracing the 
footsteps of the Master and piously kissing rocks and door- 
steps whereon He was supposed to have trod, will have to 
admit the tmth of Mr. Graham’s statement. To quote 
further, he says, “In Russia there is only one thing to say 
when a man tells you he is going to Jerusalem. It is ‘ Pray 
for me there!’” And every poor peasant who could not 
leave his village gave a few pennies to the pilgrims and 
commissioned them to pray for his sick boy, the peace of 
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his father's soul or something of the sort. The author saw 
the Greek clergy in Palestine pocket that money in return 
for prayers for those people in far-away Russia. 

Just as missionaries have given Europe a pretext for 
political interference with minor nations, so have the Russian 
pilgrims afforded their government a chance to demand 
many concessions from Turkey. Russia's excuse for the 
Crimean War was her assumed protection of Eastern 
Christianity. In the mind of Russia and her admirers 
it was a great triumph of the Cross for church bells to 
drown the call of the muezzin to prayer. That was ac- 
complished partly through Russian prestige in Turkey. 
The Czar somewhat curbed Moslem arrogance and damp- 
ened fanaticism by means that could not conscientiously 
be called Christian. He paid the Turk in his own coin 
and helped the persecuted Christians to hold their heads up, 
display their Cross without the danger of being spit at 
and perform their religious ceremonies without molesta- 
tion. There was a time when Christians were not per- 
mitted to pass on the right of Moslems — that being a 
sign of inferiority and humiliation. It is within the mem- 
ory of some when a European hat would not be tolerated 
in Damascus on account of the intense bigotry and hatred 
against Christians. Even today in towns like Nablus 
and Hebron where there are no consuls, Christian women 
go out unveiled at the risk of being insulted and hooted 
at by impudent Mohammedans. It was Russian bullying 
as well as French and British influence that helped break 
down Moslem prejudice and make the situation some- 
what more comfortable for Christians. 

The Russians are not strangers in Palestine. There has 
been many a year when over 8000 Russians visited Jeru- 
salem. The Russian Compound with its cathedral, hostels, 
hospital, consulate, extensive grounds and neat park that 
was always open to the public was conspicuous in the Holy 
City. Russian buildings were seen in the most prominent 
locations on the Mount of Olives, Bethlehem, Hebron and 
Nazareth. There were many Russian schools in Pales- 
tine and it may be safely said that more illiterate Pales- 
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tinians know a smattering of Russian than are acquainted 
with any other foreign tongue. 

The bearer of a Russian passport was as proud as Lucifer. 
Russia bullied Turkish officials more than any other Power 
could or would do. Here is a concrete illustration: Not 
long before Turkey abrogated the capitulations, the Rus- 
sian consul in Jerusalem stretched his authority to its very 
limit and thereby impressed the whole city with his govern- 
ment's power and backing. The case in question was that 
of a Russian subject who was arrested by the Turkish police. 
On hearing about it the consulate demanded his immediate 
release. When that was refused the consul went to the 
jail in person and ordered the warden to hand over the 
prisoner. That, of course, the warden could not do without 
superior authority other than that of the consul. There- 
upon Russia's representative drew his revolver and the 
prisoner was handed over. Moreover, as a result of his 
impudence , the Turkish official was discharged in order to 
avoid future complications with Russia. No wonder Tur- 
key was glad of the chance to discontinue the foreign con- 
cessions, even though she was to blame for their existence. 

While access to the Mediterranean is a necessity to Russia, 
the Holy Land would be a luxury. The Czar needs Armenia 
to make the Black Sea a Russian lake more than he does 
Palestine. The Turco-Persian frontier might satisfy Rus- 
sia's economic and political aspirations while the Holy 
Land would gratify the religious impulse of the pious peas- 
ants. It would be better for Palestine to be in the hands 
of a nation a bit more advanced. One can easily see in 
many ways where Russia would not be an improvement on 
Turkey. The Zionists would hardly thank the Allies should 
they permit Russia to extend its anti-Semitic crusade into 
the very sanctuary of their forefathers. Nor would the 
Moslem population of Syria take kindly to Russian un- 
friendliness toward Islam, as compared with British toler- 
ance of the adherents of that Faith. 

With such a predominance of Moslems and Jews, Russia 
is hardly the nation to find favor in Palestine. The splen- 
did work of Protestant missions is likely to suffer immensely 
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at the hands of a government whose state church is of the 
Greek form. What progress Americans, Englishmen and 
Germans have made through their schools is apt to receive 
its death blow. A more civilized Power than either Turkey 
or Russia is needed in Palestine to undo the evil done by 
the past. 

France 

Just as Russia assumed the protection of the Greek 
Church, so did France protect the Roman. The Maronites 
of Lebanon are openly French sympathizers. The Jesuit, 
Franciscan, Dominican and all the other Catholic orders 
in the East were the proteg4s of France. The Levant in- 
deed owes the French a big debt, for it was France that 
marshaled the last renaissance of learning into the Orient. 
When Napoleon visited Egypt and Syria at the end of 
the eighteenth century, he had with him his scientists 
and savants who rendered valuable service and the fruits 
of whose labor is seen today. French is, as it is on the con- 
tinent, the language of the elite all over the Near East. 
It is almost a semi-official language in Turkey. English 
is just beginning, through the influence of the British in 
Egypt and emigration to America, to catch up with French. 
In Beirut there was 1 a Jesuit college with French for its 
medium of instruction, which was a worthy rival to the 
American College. All families of social and political 
position in the East converse in French and send their 
children where they can learn that language. In the Ameri- 
can College in Beirut as well as in all secondary schools 
conducted by Americans and Englishmen, French is taught 
even though it is subordinate to English. The writer 
needs fear no contradiction in stating that France had 
more schools in Syria than America and Great Britain put 
together. In taste and sympathy the Near East is French. 
In Beirut, Damascus, Jerusalem, Jaffa, Aleppo and other 
important Syrian cities one always found a “Freres” school 
which was a copy of the lycee in France. It is said that 

1 French, British and Russian institutions in Syria were all seized by 
the Turks when war broke out. 
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some of these institutions were partly subsidized by the 
Republic, and their diplomas were recognized in France. 
There was so much done to promulgate French influence 
through these religious institutions in the East, that it 
aroused severe criticism from the pens of Frenchmen who 
were unfriendly to the church. But this is not all ; correlated 
therewith is the pre-eminent French economic activity in 
Syria as is evident from the following. 

1. French gold and currency in Turkey — especially in 
the large centers of population — is honored as much as 
Turkish money; and in many cases more so. One seldom 
saw a Turkish pound while the twenty-franc gold piece was 
everywhere. Ask a donkey boy in Jerusalem how much 
he wants for a ride to Bethlehem and his price would be 
given in French currency — a franc or more. 

2. The French post office was patronized in Palestine 
more than the Turkish. 

3. Harbors, railroads, water-works, gas works and other 
modem improvements were in the hands of French firms. 

4. France had as good a steamship line on the Syrian 
coast as any other nation. 

5. The tobacco and salt monopoly of the Turkish Em- 
pire were under French control. 

6. French goods were common in the Levant. Syria 
shipped all her raw silk to Marseilles and then bought the 
finished product as a French manufacture. French moving 
pictures, Parisian styles and airs had the right of way. 

Thus it appears that France would be justified in want- 
ing Syria for purely economic reasons. She could not 
conquer by the might of Napoleon’s arms but she did 
through her trade. If Algeria and Tunis prosper under 
France, no doubt but that Syria would also. 

England 

“Last but not least” of the Allies. Of the three she is 
the most logical and competent to administer Palestine. 
To begin with, Palestine fits into Britain’s plan of coloniza- 
tion perfectly as its occupation will be a future safeguard 
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to the Suez Canal. A strong hostile nation to the east of 
Suez would make England uneasy about the safety of its 
water way. In 1905 when Turkey started to extend a 
branch of its Hejaz Railway to the head of the Gulf of 
Akabah on the Red Sea, England at once protested vigor- 
ously and kept the Turks from possible interference with 
the service of the canal in any way. Had Akabah been 
made a terminus of the road, the Mediterranean and the 
Red Sea would have been connected by rail at two points, 
viz., Haifa and Beirut. It would be extremely convenient 
now for the Germans if they were in control of Koweit 
at the head of the Persian Gulf and Akabah on the head of 
the Red Sea, through the Bagdad and Hejaz Railways. 
It would have been easier, then, to harass the transporta- 
tion of troops from India and Australia, and a Turkish 
invasion across the desert would have been needless. But 
the British lion was awake and checkmated both Germany 
and Turkey long before this war came. 

In the second place, Britain is the greatest Mohammedan 
nation. She has made good in India and Egypt where she 
has shown wonderful tact and firmness in handling the 
fanatic Moslem as well as the half-baked Nationalist. Brit- 
ish policy on religious questions has been so tolerant to 
Mohammedans that it has become the target for severe 
criticism. The Christian Copts in Egypt complain be- 
cause of England's partiality to Moslems. 

The writer was discussing the future of Islam with an 
intelligent Moslem in Jerusalem who belonged to a most 
illustrious and influential family, being a descendant 
of the Prophet. He voiced the sentiment of the intelligent 
Arabic-speaking Mohammedans, when he expressed his 
abhorrence of the Turkish yoke and hoped for the day 
when an Arabic Moslem state would be re-established, with 
Cairo for its capital, and the Khedive of Egypt for its 
Kaliph. 2 These Mohammedans dream of the renewed 
glory of old Bagdad and the golden era of Arabian ascend- 

*Only recently about a dozen leaders were court-martialed and killed 
by the Turks at Beirut for agitating the question of an autonomous Arab 
state. 
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ancy. For sometime past, Cairo has been the true capital 
of Islam rather than Constantinople, With its Moslem 
university of 9000 students gathered from all corners of 
the Mohammedan world including Morocco and India; 
with its nurture of Islamic culture and literature which 
has been encouraged by Egypt’s economic development; 
with its proximity to Mecca and its historic connection 
with a Moslem not less famous than Saladin, Cairo serves 
very well for the Mohammedan capital. Britain has not 
been slow to grasp the situation in proclaiming Hussein 
Kamil Sultan of Egypt which may be the stepping stone 
to the Kaliphate. The Moslem world has lost faith in the 
Young Turks and their orthodoxy. In the Forum under 
the title of “Young Arabia” Ameen Rihani discusses this 
movement at length and points out the significance of No- 
vember 27 and December 18 of the past year when a Holy 
War proclaimed by Turkey failed to arouse the Moslems, 
and Hussein Kamil became Sultan of Egypt. England, 
indeed, seems to be caring for the interests of Islam more 
than Turkey; and that is winning the hearts of Moham- 
medans. With this idea, then, of a new Mohammedan 
kingdom which will revive the sacred language of the Koran 
and exalt the original founders of Islam, Britain ought to 
have a clean sweep over the entire Moslem world, Pales- 
tine included. Palestine is Moslem by population; through 
it passes the Hejaz Railway which conveys the thousands 
of pilgrims to Mecca from Asia and Eastern Europe. Many 
of those who visit Mecca also call at Jerusalem and Hebron, 
so British prestige backing all these Moslem activities 
will surely find favor. 

It is quite safe to assert that Palestine is pro-English. 
No Syrian ever visited Egypt without sighing for a similar 
administration for his own country. The Bedouins of 
the desert hate everything Turkish, and Forder says that 
on his several trips to the Bedouins they requested him to 
tell his consul that they wished “Egypt’s government” 
extended to them. No traveller dares penetrate Arabia 
with the Turkish fez. That is a sure way to arouse hos- 
tility. The people in Palestine are always talking about 
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the “Ingleez,” the English. They are crushed by Turkish 
tyranny and injustice and are praying for foreign inter- 
ference. The Arabic papers of New York seem to take it 
for granted that the Allies are going to occupy Constanti- 
nople and then turn their attention to dismembering the 
Turkish Empire. The Syrians are pro-Allies. The writer 
has read several Arabic articles written by Moslems in 
America, condemning the Turks. It was both amusing and 
absurd for Canada to treat the Syrians within its borders 
as subjects of Turkey. The fact is that every Syrian hates 
Turkey worse than he does the devil himself. There are 
many Syrians who are now in the ranks of the Allies and are 
impatient to see their oppressor justly rewarded. 

Great Britain is in a better position than her Allies, France 
and Russia, to occupy Palestine as long as it is her next-door 
neighbor. While Russia and France may have sentimental 
and economic claims respectively, Britain has military 
and political ones and they are bound to be given precedence. 
England by controlling Palestine will make it possible to 
link Calcutta with Cape Town by rail. This will make 
her a more formidable political and commercial opponent 
for any nation. 

It may be that after all, the Holy Land will remain a 
Turkish province. Turkey may be ousted from Europe 
and allowed to remain a one-horse power in Asia, until 
another crisis comes up and finishes it for good. It hardly 
seems probable that in such a case Turkey would be allowed 
to cancel its capitulations which will deal a death blow to 
American institutions. Those who are acquainted with 
conditions in Syria will be staggered to think of Turkish 
continuity. Unless a more favorable administration sets 
in, Syria will be depopulated. Things have gone as far 
as they can and it is hard to imagine how they can be worse. 

Again, Turkey’s need for cash might compel it to make 
terms with the Zionists. Should this happen, and if the 
Zionists continue their present policy, the natives of Pales- 
tine would, in a few years, be crowded out of the country 
as were the Canaanites and Jebusites. The natives can- 
not withstand Jewish economic pressure. Only Jews are 
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admitted to the colonists’ schools and Jewish labor is used 
almost exclusively. If the Jews should own Palestine, there 
is nothing for the rest of the inhabitants to do but to pack 
up and start for America, lest they starve. 

For the sake of human welfare in general and the wretched 
Syrian population in particular, may the Holy Land fall 
to Britain’s lot. Then Syrians who have been driven out 
of their homes by Turkish misgovernment will flock back 
and develop the natural resources which are capable of 
supporting double the present population. With their 
experience in Western lands the immigrants would be of 
great help in the development of their native land. Britain 
would encourage missionary activity, educational and com- 
mercial reform. It would guarantee religious tolerance 
to all sects. Perhaps it will not listen to any future de- 
mands for entire self-government, but it would allow the 
people to live in peace and happiness and to enjoy the fruits 
of their labor. England’s policy is not going to be without 
blemish, yet under the circumstances no fair-minded ob- 
server would deny that it is the best thing for Syria and 
the world. Of course Britain will not be moved to help 
Syria by humane motives alone. She will not occupy it 
unless it is to her advantage to do so; but even so it will 
undoubtedly be of mutual benefit for both Britain and 
Syria, to say nothing about ridding civilization of one of its 
most despicable sores, Turkey. 

A recent report from Egypt tells of the landing of the 
French cruiser Jean D ’ Arc at the tiny island of Arwad 
close to the Syrian coast — between the cities of Tripoli 
and Ladikia and east of Cyprus. The report comes from 
the vice-governor of the little island which is now occupied 
by the French. It would not be at all surprising if France 
were given Syria proper, that is, from Haifa to Alexandretta, 
which might satisfy her economic claims, and if Palestine 
were annexed to Egypt, which would safeguard the Suez 
canal. This would be a repetition of history as Palestine 
has been formerly a tributary of Egypt. 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:14:19 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



